Eternal God, was the author of all wonderful things;
who first created heaven for the sons of men, on the roof
of their dwellings, and afterwards created the earth, being
the omnipotent guardian of mankind," This is the sense,
but not the exact order of the words which he sang in his
sleep, for songs, however excellently composed, cannot
be translated from one tongue into another, word for
word, without some loss of their beauty and spirit. More-
over, on his rising up from sleep, he retained in memory
all that he had sung in his dream, and presently added to
it more words of song worthy of God, after the same
fashion.
And coming in the morning to the steward who was
set over him, he told him what a gift he had received;
and having been brought to the Abbess, he was ordered,
in the presence of many learned men, to declare his dream,
and to repeat the song, that it might be tested, by the
judgment of all, what or whence it was that he related.
And all concluded that a celestial gift had been granted
him by the Lord. And they interpreted to him a certain
passage of sacred history or doctrine, and ordered him to
transpose it, if he could, into hallowed rhythm. And be,
having undertaken it, departed, and returning in the
morning, brought back what he was ordered to do, com-
posed in most excellent verse. Whereupon presently the
Abbess, embracing heartily the grace of God in the man,
instructed him to leave the secular habit and to take the
monastic vow; and having, together with all her people,
received him into the monastery, associated him with the
company of the brethren and ordered him to be instructed
in the whole course of sacred history. And he converted
into most sweet song whatever he could learn from hear-
ing, by thinking it over by himself, and, as though a clean
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